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and considering the matter from the point of view winch I
supposed J had made clear, it did not occur to me that it could
be understood as meaning anything like pic-ordained; for of
course the notion of any such connexion as pie-ordained is
altogether at variance with the doctiine of evolution. I sup-
posed it to be made clear that my conception was that in a
developed creature any variation of feeling (as a taste for a new
kind of food) which happens to be at vauance with wclfaie, will
cause the disappearance of the individual or the diminished
prosperity of offbpring, and will thcrefoie tend to destroy itself,
and maintain the connexion between pleasurable feeling and
favourable action; and that just in the same way, such mere
physical and praesentient actions as fragments of protoplasm
under stimulation, must become adjusted to the maintenance of
the species. Similarly when, in a manner we do not understand,
there begins to emerge out of this lowest form of vital action
the faintest sentiency (the apparent necessary implication being
that the raw mateiial of consciousness is pre-existing in the
organic matter, if not indeed omnipiesent), this also must from
the very beginning be subject to the same piocess of adjustment
to the welfare of the type, and must perpetually be undergoing
such modifications and such re-adjustments as to make the con-
nexion between pleasure and beneficial action adapted to the
changing conditions of life, and adapted every now and then to
i>ome modified mode of action leading to a higher life.

Any other view than this would be in diametrical opposition
to the whole scheme of evolution as I have set it forth.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)      HERBERT SPENCER.

IV.    The Author's reply to Mr. Herbert Spencer.

35, GORDON SQUARE, W.C.
March 18, 1885.

DEAR MR. SPENCER,

Do not think me bent on minimizing my misapprehension
if, in thanking you for the justice you do me in your note of
yesterday, I touch upon one expression in it which shows that J
have not yet made myself quite clear.

Your word 'primordial' did not lead me to think of anything